Tee Ball Handbook

Explanations
· The Complex – the area of fields at the corner of Ayers Road and Nevers Road
· The Shack – the snack stand/storage facility located in the Complex on Ayers Road
· Major A – the field (to be renamed Pepin Field) with the dugouts and scoreboard, directly in front of the Shack
· Softball Field – up the hill to the side of the Shack
· Minor A – the field to the right of Major A
· Major B – the field in the back of the Complex
· Equipment – you will get a bag with balls, a bat, helmets, medical kit, ice pack, and bases (make sure no hardballs accidentally got into the bags)
· See the map at the end of this document
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Coaching
The idea of Tee Ball is to generate enthusiasm and enjoyment while introducing kids to baseball fundamentals.  Keeping your eyes on the ball, assuming the baseball ready position of bent knees with the glove down, holding the bat correctly, standing  at the plate (tee) correctly, etc. are part of what you’ll be doing.  Don’t worry, you don’t need to be a former major leaguer to help kids with Tee Ball!
Game Guidelines
· All games are one hour long.  Please do not start another inning with less than ten minutes to go in the hour.  There are usually games booked on the fields for the rest of the day.
· The bases should be placed about 2/3 of the way down the base paths.
· Coaches who have the first game may want to rake the base paths and plate area.  If it has rained the night before, this will be a necessity.
· Kids should arrive 15 minutes before game time.
· All games are on Saturdays.  If there is a rainout, the game will be played at the same time the next day (Sunday).  We will not make up a game on Mother’s Day.  That make up will be moved to a later date. 
· I will email you as soon as I get the word that games will be cancelled due to the weather.
Batting
· Every player bats each inning.  
· Each player advances to first base on each at bat.  
· Each runner advances one base at a time.
· The last batter hits a “homerun” and runs all the way around.  All runners on base for the last batter also advance all the way home.
· The kids pay attention to who bats first and who bats last (homerun hitter).  Make sure that these positions are distributed evenly.
· If a batter is struggling to make contact and hits a ball that is just barely foul, have them play it is fair.
· Only the batter has a bat in their hands.  No practice swings by on deck batters.






Fielding
· Players should be positioned similar to the following chart:
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· Make sure to rotate who plays infield, outfield, pitcher, first base, etc.  First base and pitcher are highly coveted!
· Avoid the “swarm”.  Teach the kids that the player closest to the ball is the one to field it and to throw to first base.  Kids will naturally come running from all areas to get to the ball and then you have a massive pileup.  
· There are no catchers.  One coach of the team batting is at the plate assisting the hitters.
Practices
· Keep to one hour, similar to the game.  Keep everyone active.
· Practice anywhere- chances of finding an empty field are slim to none.  Any piece of grass in a field will do.  Use the rubber bases in the equipment bag.
· Start with a little warm-up/stretching.
· Then have the kids play catch (you should bring tennis balls for this).  This is a good time to work with each player about how to throw, how to use two hands to catch, etc.
· Then split the kids up so that some are working on fielding and others on hitting.  For fielding you can roll the balls to them or gently hit to them.  For batting, make a game of it somehow and don’t have fielders standing around a lot.  There are a lot of great resources and ideas on the web.  Feel free to research and come up with a plan that works for you.
· Practice running the bases, especially at the end of practice.
· Remember, only one player with a bat in their hands at any time.
Organization
· Put together an email list so that you can contact everyone all at once about practices, games, rainouts, etc.
· Have parents fill out the emergency cards and the coach should have them at all practices and games.
· Parents may want to fill out the PDF form instead of the card.  They can access that at the SWLL website under Documents.
· Have one of the parents put together a snack list – who will bring drinks and snacks after each game.
· Come up with a team name at your first practice.  Let the kids decide, but stay away from the Yankees, Red Sox, etc.  My first team was the Blue Spiders.
· Uniforms and hats should be in the equipment bag.  Pass them out starting with the smallest player getting the smallest t-shirt.  The kids keep the shirts and hats.
Opening Day
All players MUST attend opening day.  All of the teams will be introduced as they enter onto Pepin Field.  Often times, opening day is picture day as well.  There will be food, games, activities, and the SWHS baseball team usually high fives the players as they enter.  It’s a big day and encourage all of your players to attend.
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